
WASHINGTON.
..Liberty aud Union, now and fbrever, oae and

Inseparable."

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 184«1
THE PRESIDENT AND THE OREGON QUESTION.

It may be affirmed that if there was ever a fact
connected with the public affairs of a country better
known than any other to the people of it.to every
man, woman, and child in it.that fact was 1 resi¬
dent Polk'b avowed opinion of the American title
to the " whole of Oregon," and his reiterated asser¬

tion of that title. So notorious was this opinion ol
the Executive, and so immovable was it believed
to be, that it produced the deepest anxiety in the

public mind, and agitated the count!} from one end
to the other. It were needless now to recount the
multiplied occasions on which this opinion of the
President was announced, aud the violence with
which it was justified and defended by the Execu¬
tive organ at the seat of government, and by all the
other thoroughgoing partisans of the Administra¬
tion. We have all the proolH at hand; but it
would be a waste of room to recite them, as the
fact is not aud will not be denied. " Fifty-four
forty," and 44 the whole of Oregon or none," became
the watchwords of the President's partisans through-
out the country, and were emblazoned at the heads
of some of the Democratic papers us a standing
motto and symbol of. parly devotion.

In this state of things Mr. McLane was sent as

Minister to England. Having confidence in the
pacific dispositions of this gentleman, his appoint¬
ment was gratifying to all the friends of peace; and
when we, uniting in this general feeling, ventured
a hope that he might be authorized to adjust the
dispute on the basis of the forty-ninth degree of lati¬
tude, the Executive organ denounced the idea ?s an

imputation on the consistency and fair-dealing ol the
President. Whatever our ethics might be, it said,
?' the present Administration uses no forked tongue." j
What were we to think, then, but that the President
remained inflexible on the line of " fifty-four forty."
A twelve-month, however, rolled round, and through
the wise course ol Congress (in substituting a con¬

ciliatory notice for the naked one recommended by
the President) the dispute was settled by Treaty.
the President declaring even to the last, when he
submitted the British proposition to the Senate, that
the opinions expressed in his December message
" remained unchanged."

Such was the public and indisputable position of'

the President in relation to the Oregon question up
to the 7th of the present month, when, Mr. McLane
having returned home, in his response to a public
address on the subject of his recent mission, ami ad¬
verting to the Oregon negotiations, he made th? fol¬
lowing deliberate, written statements:

44 Having some knowledge, from my official position at that
time, of the policy and objects of the convention of 18^8, I
am quite persuaded that iu main deaiu" was to lead, in a fu¬
ture partition of the territory, to the recognition of our cUun
t* the. country, not north, but south of the 49th parallel, and
between that and the Columbia river. A division of the coun¬

try upon that principle, with a reasonable regard to right*
crown up under Ihe joint-possession, always appeared to me
to afford a just and practical basis for an amicable arid honora¬
ble adjustment of 'ha subject. Such also, I loott satisfied,
were the view* of our Government at the time I enframed in

my recent mission ; and in earnestly arid steadily laboring to
effect a settlement upon that basis I was but representing the
policy of my own Government, and fuiJifully pbo.motino
th* iktkhtioss asi> wishes or thk Phksiuknt."

Could we read this explicit declaration of the
Minister wilhout surprise ? Has any man in the
whole country read it without a similar emotion ?
Unless we doubted the truth of the Minister, how
was that truth to be reconciled with the attitude oc¬

cupied before the country by the President ? It
was not for us to reconcile it: we could only re¬

mark on the equivocal position, to say the least, in
which it placed the President. To have been si¬
lent would have been as equivocal ourselves ; but
we only remarked, in substance, that the evidence of
the Minister proved the views of the President to

have been more moderate than the government pa¬
per would admit them to be; and, indeed, we be¬
gan to think that the government paper meant by
its silence to admit the truth of our remark# In
this, however, we were mistaken. Its silence, we
must infer, proceeded from the difficulty of defence,
rather than from any contemplation of frankness ;
for the Union of Tuesday night, under cover of an

article in a Baltimore paper, marked only by naked
contradiction and scurrility, ventures the following
reply to our brief comment on Mr. McLank's dis¬
closure :

..The Administration, in that whole negotiation, [ihe Ore¬
gon negotiation,] from the tune it came into power until it
was teiminatfd, pursued but one course, and that was a

straightforward, undisguised one ; and thia fact all the fandid
men of all parties know and ought to acknowledge. J he
President held the same language, and expressed the same

opinion* to the Congress of the United States and to the
country, that he expressed through the Secretary of State to
Mr. McLane, and none other.

. . ,44 This language and these opinions are contained in the
official documents, which have been made public, and aie

now before the whole country. And although it is manifest
tbat Mr. McLane, when he said in reply to the address of the
Chamber of Commerce of New York, that, as our Minuter
to England, he represented 'the policy of his own iiovcrn-
ment,' and promoted 4 the intentions and wishes of the I resi¬

dent,' meant only that he did so in pursuance of his instruc¬
tions, which are now made public ; yet the false and insidious
inference is covertly attempted to lie diawn, in order to CHst a
doul»t upon the President's sincerity, that he held one lan¬
guage to Congress and the country and another to Mr. McLane.
Nothing can l«*> more false than thia insinuation. It is this
liervertion of the meaning of Mr. McLanc's language which
is indignantly repelled by the article in the ' Baltimore Argus.'
"The President's opinion, it is well known, was that the

American title to 64° 40' was a valid one, yet, in 'deference
to what has been done by his predecessors,' and the conces¬
sions and offers which had been made by them in July, 1845,
he ollered to adjust the question on the parallel of 4'J°. In
Mr McLane's instructions of the 12th of July, 1845, which
are before the world, and from which the 4 Baltimore Argu*»'
makes on extract, he was informed of this fact, and of the
President's position on the question ; being precisely the same
fact which he stated and the same poaition which he occupied
in his annual measage to Congresa. And it was to these in¬
structions and the other official, correspondence, also now em¬
braced among the published documents that Mr. McLane
alluded in the paragraph of the late address which has been
so recklessly attempted to be perverted."

These paragraphs contain the gist of the Union's
defence of the President's consistency ; how suc¬

cessful we might safely leave to the judgment
of the reader without another word. On separat¬
ing its pith from its verbiage, it consists simply in
asserting that the course of the President has been
straightforward: that he held the same language in
his instructions to Mr. McLane that he did to Con¬
gress and the country; that Mr. McLane, in say¬
ing that he represented 44 the policy of the Govern¬
ment, and the wishes and intentions of the Presi¬
dent, meant only that he did so in pursuance of his
instructions j" Qis not the President responsible
for the character of the instructions to his Minis¬
ter ?] and, finally, that we have 44 perverted the
meaning of Mr. McLank's language."

And upon such a defence the President is to rest
the solution of the grave question raised by the
revelation* of Mr. McLank. We will not pursue
the subject. We have fairly stated lite President's
public position touching the Oregon question ; and
we have given, in his own exact words, without
change, abridgement, or perversion, the statement
made by Mr. McLanr in regard to the President's
views, as he understood them. That the statement^of the Minister and the public course of the Presi-
dent are in direct opposition, is too plain for the ca-

suistry of the Uuion to reconcile. It is not our
fault that they are so. It would give us no pleasure
to see the Chief Magistrate of the country con¬

victed of any inconsistency.still less one of so

grave a character as that which is established by the
testimony of Mr. McLank.

The Western Democratic papers are less nubmis-
sive under their grievances than the government
paper would induce its readers to believe. Many
of them, indeed, are unmeasured id their eondem-
nation of the President's unfortunate Veto of the
River and Harbor Hill, as many of them, in the
West as well as in Pennsylvania, are in their de¬
nunciations of the war waged by the Administra¬
tion against domestic labor, in its repeal ol the pro¬
tective tariff. The annexed pungent paragraph in t
regard to the Veto is from a Michigan Democratic
paper called the Allegan Record:

44 The Washington Union style* the volo of the river and
harbor appropriations hill a great measure of internal policy.
it should have said infernal policy ; it would approximate
wearer to the true policy of President Polk. The veto of thin
frreat Western measure «w a cowardly, base, and impolitic
performance, unbecoming the President of a mighty commer¬

cial and agricultural nation.worthy only of a-sectional despot
of the nullification stamp."

THE RISE IN BREAD8TUFFS.
The following statements, copied Irom the Jour¬

nal of Commerce of the 9th instant, are going the
rounds of the Locofoco press :

44Frkk Trade aniithk Faiimkhh..Facts multiply upon
us demonstrating the entire laUchood of the theories of the
protectionists. They assured the farmers that protection and
a home market were the only guaranties of high prices tor
farmers' pioduots, and that after the passage of the ad valo¬
rem tariff of 1846 universal ruin would spread over the coun¬
try. But since the passage of that tarifl, flour has risen half
a dollar a barrel, wheat in the same proportion, corn fivecenU,
»nd rye one or two cents. On Monday (the 7th) the Eng¬
lish market lifted flour to $4.50. For that market 5,000 bar¬
rels of Genesee, Ohio, ar.d Michigan flour were tiken at that
price. The English market and nothing else has done us
this benefit. Here are the facts in the records of trade. Ar¬
gument, theory, prophecy, all are frustrated, denied, demol¬
ished. Breadstuff's are in fact now going from us to some of
those very markets from which it was said England would l>c
supplied to our utter exclusion."

Now, what are the facts of the case ? Admit
that flour has recently risen 50 cents per barrel, had
it not previously fallen that much, or to a larger
amount? Is not the rise caused by the report of
an apprehended scarcity in England, (as was the
case at this time last year,) and is not the price of
flour at the present time lower than it was last year
itt this date ? Again, what and where are the
k< markets" to which our breadstuff's are now being
pent, 44 front which it was said England would be
supplied to our utter exclusion ?" We shall be
glad if the Journal of Commerce will furnish us

with a summary of the shipments of hreadstufls to
such markets. We have searched in vain for any
jBuch items in the exports from New York. Some
rye may have been shipped for a port or ports in
Holland. But if any such shipment has been
made, it was, we suppose, shipped for the purposes
of distilling ; and, besides, Holland is not one of
those markets from which it has ever been said that
England was to draw any of her supplies. We
are really desirous of information on this point.
WONDERFUL EFFECTS OF THE NEW TARIFF!
The 44 revenue tariff" of the last Congress was

passed on the 29th of July, and is to go into opera¬
tion on the first day of December next. Yet the
44 Union" of yesterday enumerates among the ef¬
fects of this tariff, and as 44 the beginning of the
operation ol our new democratic commercial poli¬
cy," certain shipments of rye to Holland, which
were made in January, February, March, April,
May, June, and July, all before the alteration

in the tariff took place, and before the 41 new

democratic commercial policy" had any existence !
This is anticipation with a vengeance ! We notice
this anachronism of the official organ, because, if
attention were not called to it, it might seem to con¬

flict with our statement in the preceding paragraph in
relation to the rise in the price of breadstuff's. This
increase we have already ascribed to its true cause.
an apprehended deficiency in the crops of Great
Britain, and the reported failure of the potato crop ;
and the Union knows (to use the language of the
Richmond Whig on the same subject) 44 that there
4 would have been the same increase in price had
4 the tariff been untouched. It knows lhatlast year,
4 just about this time, there was a similar spur in
4 the flour trad®, growing out of the same cause.
4 The rise in the price then might with as much
4 propriety have been ascribed to the tariff of 1842
4 as the rise now is to the tariff of 1840."

Death of Governor Foot..We have the pain¬
ful duty to-day of announcing the death of the Hon.
Samuel A. Foot. He expired at his residence in
Cheshire this morning, (Sept. 15th,) after an illness
of some months' continuance. Gov. Foot had serv¬
ed the State with great fidelity and integrity for
many years, having been often a Representative in
the Legislature, Speaker of the House, a Repre¬
sentative and Senator in Congress, and Governor
of the State. He was a man of warm and gener¬
ous feelings, and highly esteemed by all who knew
him, and most loved by those who knew him best.

[New Haven Palladium.
44 Indian Corn Fixisoa.".The celebrated Emkit Bur-

mitt, the American Blacknmith, is at present engaged
in a pedestrian tour through England, has furnished the edi¬
tors of the British paper* with n Ifot of twenty-six receipts for
making various articles of food of Indian commeal. These
receipts (Mr. Burritt says) he applied for and received from
ladies in various parts of the Union. 44 They are not extract-
4 ed from bo.iks, but penned by their own hands, from their
4 own personal experience in converting commeal not only
. into food for the common people, but into luxuries that
' would tempt the most fastidious palate." j

Mr. Burritt calls his communication ,H An Olive Leaf from
the Housewives of America to the Housewives of Great
Britain and Ireland." It contains receipts for johnny cakes,
Indian pound cake, butter cakes, ginger cakcs, corn dodgsrs,
hoe cakes, com muffins, Yankee brown bread, hasty pudding,
commeal pudding, baked and boiled pudding, Indian dum-
plins, green corn puddings, hommony, See.

StrttnKN Drath..General Joskph ChaNBLkr, aged 75, a
resident of Augusta, Maine, visited the city of New York a

few days since, and look lodgings at Walker's Hotel. Hav¬
ing rotired on Friday night* it was supposed he had gone to
bed as usual, hut he was found next morning, with his clothea
on, lying on his led, his finger in a button-hole of his vest,
entirely dead. General Chandler was one of the general of¬
ficers of the lait war, and served on the Northern frontier,
and was subsequently for several years a Senator in Congress
from the State of Maine.

MAINE ELECTION.|
An extra from the Boston Atlas gives returns

from 110 towns of the State. The I^ocofocos have
been «lnmefully beaten, not having elected their
Governor, and probably not elected a single mem¬
ber of Congress!
The returns from 110 towns show the following

results of the vote for Governor :

For David Bronson, Whig - - 17,187
For John W. Dana, Democrat - 18,412
For all others - - - - 5,038
The Whig vote, compared with last year, has

increased 2,509; the Democratic 778; all others
1,700. Au absolute majority of all the vou*.s is ne¬

cessary bo an election. The Democratic majority
last year was about 2,000 ; and the Democratic plu¬
rality over Whig 8,000 or 9,000. ,

The election of Governor will devolve on the Le¬
gislature, and it is said to be doubtful which party
will have the ascendency in that body. This part
of the news appears to us to l>e too good to be
wholly relied upon.
The Congressional election, so lar as ascertain¬

ed, has resulted in the choice of only one member,
viz: Hiram Belcher, Whig, iu the Kennebec dic-
trict. He succeeds Mr. Severance, of the same po¬
litics, who declined a re-election. In the Cumberland,
Lincoln, Waldo, and Penobscot districts, represent¬
ed in the present Congress by Democrats, it is as¬

certained that there is no choice ; and in the York
and Arostook districts, also at present represented
by Democrats, it is believed that there is no choice.

VERY LIKE REBELLION.

The Chicago Democrat is edited by the Hon.
John Wentworth, a Locofoco Member of Con¬
gress. Since his return he has addressed to his
readers the subjoined very rebellious looking stric¬
tures on the Veto of the River and Harbor bill:

FROM Till CHICAGO DEMOCRAT.

Intehpretatio.i of tiik Vkto..Many of the Representa¬
tives of the free labor of this country, upon their return to
their constituents, have put upon President Polk's veto mes¬

sage a construction which is not authorized by his report of
1831, which the Washington Union has published as em¬

bracing his present views, and also unauthorized by the voles
which he always cast in Congress. In voting upon the tariff,
Vice President Dallas took a different course as Vice Presi¬
dent of the Union from what he did a* a Pennsylvania Sena¬
tor. From appearances, we think the President means to pre¬
serve a full consistency between his course as President and
as a Representative from Tennessee. But, in spite of the re

marks of the Washington Union, his votes in Congress, his
report of 1831, and his late veto message, some of the Repre¬
sentatives of indignant constituencies interested in lake com¬

merce have labored ingeniously to prove that Mr. Polk would
.ign a bill for their own immediate neighborhood with great
pleasure, but could not sign the works at a distance, as some

were very improper ones. On the Hudson, these men would
say, " We would have supported the Hudson, and Mr. Polk
would have signed the bill, but he wns opposed to the lower
risers, and so were we." On Ontario they tell one story. On
Erie another. On Michigan another. And on the rivers an¬

other. The talk is always by them that "we would have
suppoited our own works, and so would Mr. Polk ; but there
are some improper works in the bill which neither we nor he
could support." What these works are it is very strange that
no two of them can agree.

That the people will any longer he humbugged by three
deceptions, ive cannot belieee; and, far as our foeble efforts
are concerned, tliey shall not l>e. If the people want lake
harbors, they must elect not only Northern men, but men

with Northern hearts.men wfu) not only know Nortii-
> n v ricHts, but will dare rote for them, even after they
have met with an Executive veto. For one, wo say that we
expect J'resident Polk to sign no bill for our Like l.arl>ors
that the lake Representolives can get up. Since the veto

message, which some call ambiguous, and some of the Piesi-
dent's supporters, in order to screen themselves, are trying to
make so, we have had an interpretation thereof which hai
aroused such a spirit of indignation among the lake people,
without distinction of party, as we have never before wit¬
nessed.

Office of Public Works,
Chicaoo, Illinois, Amvst *J4, 1846.

Pursuant to instructions, there will be sold at this office the
following public property, vir.: Square pine and oak timber,
round oak limber, stone on bank of Chicago river, iron, spikes,
rope, deck scows, yawl boats, wagons, harness, horses, au¬

gers, planes, chisels, cross-cut saws, broad-axes, sledges,
dulls, crowbars, shovels, bedticks, blankets, cooking stove,
kettles, Alc.

Sale to commence from this date and continue until the lOUi
dav of September next. Terms cash, on delivery.

OHAS. L. SCHLATTER, Agent.
After,reading the above, done "puisuatit to instructions,

Chicago people ask no man who sanctions the veto to come

here and say, " I am for Chicago and so is Mr. Polk, but nei¬
ther he nor I could sanction the other places. They will
believe no such pretences. Tho Chicago harbor is under the
ban. The above proves it. The harbor here was begun by
(Jen. Jackson, and it received appropriations under him, Mr.
Van Buren, and Mr. TyTer. When it received iu appropria¬
tions, its claims were no more meritorious than those ol the
smallest town now embraced in the present harbor bill. Un¬
der the favors of the General Government, first extended to
her by General Jackson, the city has l*ecome what she has,
and what other places in that bill should become, could they
have justice meted out to them.
How many companions in the proscription of the Govern¬

ment Chicago has, we cannot now say. We intend noticing
them as fast as they shall appear to us ; and we shall look
earnestly to sec whether the Southern rivers also are under
the ban, as great effirts are bring made since Mr. Calhoun s

report to impress the Northern people with the idea that works
of the same class would bo construed unconstitutional in the
North and yet constitutional in the South.
From the following it appears that Southport is also under

the ban :
Office Public Wonns,

Southport, (Wis.^ August 21, 1846.
Pursuant to inatructions, I will sell at public auction at

Southport harbor, on Fridav, the 4th day of September next,
the following public property, viz : pine and oak timlier, iron
and spike, block and cordage, yawl boat, horses, wagons and-
harness, carpenters' and blacksmiths* tools, stoves and pipe,
cooking utensils, bedding, blankets, Arc. Terms cash, on the
day of sale.

C. R. ALTON, United States Agent.
Since the above was in type a friend assures us that he has

seen in several of the Whig papers a notice from Woodside
of the sale of the machinery, Ac. at Racine. Though not

having seen it, we shall take it for granted on his assurance

that such is the case. And we presume that all the machine¬
ry upon Lake Michigan is also to be sold and every harbot

stopped.
Paii ks foii the Peoflk..Among other excellent sanatory

regulations and provisions now in progress in England is that
of forming public parks and grounds for the recreation of the

people. The town of Manchester has been forward in the
good work, and the arrangements for the purpone are prolmbly
now completed. In March, 1844, the amount of #31,840
was raised by subscriptions of the inhabitants, ami £3,000
Wiis contril uted by the Government from the fund applicable
for the purpose. Of this amount about £25,000 was laid out in
the purchase of eighty-eight acres of land, situated in three
different directions, and convenient of access to different por¬
tions of the population. This land has l>een planted with
ornamental trees and shrubs, and otherwise adapted for the in¬
tended purposes. Tho three paiks, which have been named
the Queen's Park, the Peel Park, mild the Phillips Park,
were expected to be ojienod to the public on the 8th of this
month with a public celebration^ a general holiday of the
operatives, and a suspension of business in honor of the re¬

peal of the corn laws. Sir Robert Peel, who subscribed one
thousand pound- towards the work, was to be invited to the
appropriate blending of the commencement of a local good
with the celebiation of a great national and social triumph.

DEMOCRATIC OPINION OP THE HARBOR VETO.

I KON TUi C1M kU!lll (dKMOCKATK) fl.Ai k UKALkU-

'I'he Western democracy hardly know what to
think of the Veto. They have read it, and re-read
it, aaking themselves, the while, which are the spe¬
cific appropriations to which the objection of un¬

constitutionality is applicable; and, comparing
views after such examination, each section of that
Western Democracy are found to hold difleient
views. Of cuurse, these differences, as one and
another become known, add doubt to d ubt; and,
with every doubt added, it is just as much a matter
of course that the trusting and friendly confidence
of some supporter of the President is most seri¬
ously impaired.
We are prepared to say that our views have

changed much since we have taken time and can¬

vassed well the language and doctrines of the veto.
Yet we were staggered when we saw the following
short paragraph in an article sustaining the veto in
the last Washington Union. Speaking of the old
Republican school, (of '08, we presume,) it goes on :

.'They weie pleased, also, with General Jackson's manly
and efficient veto on the Maysville rostd bill, although it drew
the line too wide, and its'd;>ctrines were so liberal oh to admit
afterwards the passage of measures which the National Intel¬
ligencer, in its article of this morning, notices in contrast with
Air. Polk's recent veto. The argument, therefor*-, which it
draws from sotue of the precedents of tieneral Jackson's ad¬
ministration, and their inconsistency with the recent veto, is
not conclusive ; because U still remains to be proved that those
measures are strictly consistent with the supreme law.the
constitution itself."
Now what is the meaning of this T That Young

Hickory has taken his constitutional stand 011 a

platform several inches above that on which Old
Hickory was content to plant himself? Is it that
James Knox Polk has made up his mind to repair
the damage done the Constitution of his country by
the ill-judged course of Andrew Jackson / And
are we to understand this as an official announce¬
ment of the President's purpose that he shall, as

regards this matter of Western Harbor Improve¬
ment, adopt a new. to wit, his own individual con¬
struction of the powers of the General Government
under the constitution ; that he shall "bind or loose"
those powers as the bent of his inclinations may
dictate ; that he shall pay no regard to the " prece¬
dents of General Jackson's administrationand
that, as to following in the footsteps of an illustri¬
ous predecessor, he is far from it ?

It pains us to write in this tone. But how, in
Heaven's name, can we do otherwise when we think
we see not the interests only, but the rights of the
people of the West sought to be stricken down by
a power whose " breath of life " that people gave ?
We are anxious to know positively whether the

organ speaks truly the sentiments of the President
in what we have quoted? Will the Union say
again, and, in saying it, speak with an oracular re¬

sponsibility, as the mouth-piece of the President,
that "it still remains to be proved that appropria¬
tions (for our Lake harbors) are strictly consistent
with the constitution ?"

LOSS OF A STEAMER AND EIGHTEEN LIVE8.
The New Orleans Times informs us of the loss,

on the 7th instant, of the steamship New York,
Captain Phillips, while 011 her way from Galves¬
ton to New Orleans, by which disaster twelve pas¬
sengers and six of the crew were drowned.the
remainder of the persons on hoard having been res¬
cued by the steamer Galveston.
The New York left Galveston on the afternoon

of the 5th instant, and was overtaken by a gale be¬
tween 10 and 11 o'clock the same night, which
continued, with a brief intermission, till the morn¬

ing of the 7th. The vessel was early brought to
anchor, but, unable to weather the storm, after hav¬
ing suffered a great deal of damage from the vio¬
lence of the sea and wind, she sunk in ten fathoms
water. The follow ing is a list of the persons lost:

1'assengertt..Mrs. Wilson and two children ; Miss Fol-
lott; three children of Mrs. Follett; A. H. McCormick;
Wro. Armstrong; one cabiu and two deck pissengers, names
unknown.

Crew .Phineas Marsh, 2d engineer ; Charles Wilson,
seaman 5 J»hn Grtgard, fireman; James Watson, 2d stew¬
ard ; Wm. McRea, fireman ; one seaman, name unknown.

r tate of Iowa..The people of Iowa have de¬
termined to throw off the Territorial, and assume

the form of a State Government. The reported
majorities for and against the State Constitution in
all the counties hut four new ones gives an aggre¬
gate of 367 in favor of it: so it is conceded that the
Constitution is carried.on the third trial.

Reproduction of the Potato.'.A paragraph is
going the rounds of the newspapers relative to an

important discovery of a method of raising excel¬
lent potatoes from the seeds of the ball of the
plant." By the " ball," we presume* is meant the
apple or fruit of the potato, which contains the seed.
Now, to assert that it is only jimt discovered that
the seed of a tuberous-rooted plant will grow and
produce plants of its kind, is placing the botanical
knowledge of the asserter at a very low ebb. The
seed of the potato has been used in England ever

since the potato was introduced there, as the means

of producing new varieties of the plant, and some

of the best kinds of the roots have been produced
by this means within our own knowledge. *

MICHIGAN RAILROAD.
Wr arc glad to learn that, after all, the Bostonians have

brought about the purchase of the Central Michigan Railroad.
This in a great matter for the West, and, in our judgment, a

capital investment for the Eastern and central gentlemen who
have invested their money in it. It lemons (he distance be¬
tween the East and the Wert one day at least. After this
road ia completed in the Boston stylo to St. Josephs, passen-
gers will pass from Detroit to Chicago in twelve or fourteen
hours, and with a diminution of hazard and inconvenience
which only they can appreciate who have seen the navigation
around by Mackinac. An immense amount of merchandise
must al-o pass over the road, incrcibing the value of land?,
and at the same time alworbing so large a portion of the debt
of Michigan as to make that young Yankee State herself

again. The State bond*, we believe, have Iwten bought by
the company at 70 per cent, upon their original par value,
which i* a little lower than was at first contemplated.

[,Journal of Commrrre.

Flour ax« Wheat..The receipts of flour and wheat at

tide-water, from the opening of navigation to and including
the first week of September, in 1845 and 1846, have been as

follows
Flour, barrels. Wheat, bush.

1846 I,590,292 915,283
1845 1,108, <585 291,038

Increase 481,607 624,245
Equal to an excess of 606,456 barrels of flour, so far, dur¬

ing the present year, over a corresponding period last year.
[Albany Argil*.

Th* California Ri.oimbnt..This regiment, which has
been encamped on Governor's Island, New York, for some
weeks past, is now about to sail. Three companies will em¬

bark on board a vessel on Wednesday.the remaining com¬

panies in the course of a week. There are about eight hun¬
dred men, including officers. They carry with them 800 p< r-

cussion muskets, 800 flint muskets, 200 rifle*, and six pieces
of light artdlery, with all the necessary equipments.
The stores are extensive and various, including not only all

tha'. is necessary for a military expedition, hut also such as

would be required for a military colony, such as machinery for
saw and grist mills, machine shops, mechanics' tools, Sic.
Among the soldiers are quite a nuinlier of skilful meehan-

ics, and among the officers are eight or nine graduates of;
West Point, and the Lieutenant Colonel and Major have held

important stations st that place as military instructors.
[ Tribune.

A splendid sword has been presented to Lieutenant, now

Captain Ramourn Kiooilt, of the late Major Ringgold'*
Flying Artillery, by the citizens of Baltimore, for his gallant¬
ry and military services in the battles of Palo Alto ami Resaca
de la Palma.

LETTERS FROM THE RIO GRANDE.

Extract of a Utter from an ojficer of the Engineer Stttf
('lu/ ograjjhiaii) w.ik General Tuy 'or'i art/ty, dated

Camasuo, August 24, 1816.
The army in the field hatweeu Seralvo und Point Isabel

am >unt* to, volunteer* and regulars, |*rhapa, 16,000 mon¬

ths v.ilunUwx* being portion* of the quota f oro each State thai
hai been ciUed upon. The remainder, perhaps ahout 8,000
voluuieers, aie yet to arrive.

At Fui.n ImU.1 there remain* but ono company, and the
place ii commanded by Major Gardner ; it is the depot ol ord-
nince, and the general hospital. In the vicinity of the Braso*
a id Burita are encamped two brigade* of volunteer*. At Ma-
tamoroa and Fort Brown, three companies of regular*, and
o:ie regiment of volunteer.

Captain Vinton waa ei)»eililed lrom Camargo U» Mier with
a small command, al>out a fortnight since, in consequence ol
an irruption of the Indian*, and for the protection of ihe inha¬
bitant* against their incursions. At Seralvo, General Worth
waa about 1,000 strong.
The brigade of Colonel Smith ha* crowed the river, and i*

awaiting the mean* of transportation to enable hiui to move to¬
ward# Seralvo. The re*t of the nrmy are either rn route to¬
ward* this place, or are oncampi d here.
The transportation of troop* from the Braaoa i* generally

operated by steamboat*, after mnrching them across fiom the
Braso* to near the ineuth of the Rio Grande. The river i«
navigable for steamer* of small class to a distance of about two
mile* above the mouth of the St. Juan, at which point they

arre*ted by rapid*. A similar obstruction occur* in the St.
Juan about a * mile* above this place, but, overcoming t its

ol-ntarl". it i* tuiid ibe river i* navigable f^r sixty mile*, it
would almost bs worlh while, should the position of the army
lie permanent at Monterey, to take advantage of high water in

the river to get a boat above the rapids, which, I presume,
might be effected ; it would lie a va*t economy of transpoitation.

It i* understood that it i* the w ah of (.etieral ray lor to

advance u,>on Monterey, but .hat he is delayej) by the necea-

Mrv arrangements for depots of various kind* «nd the throw-
iun forward of the necessary munitions or. in a word, in per¬
fecting hi* line of communications. The difficulties encoun¬
tered in operation* of this nature aeem to l>e very formidable,
for very little reliance ia piace,I upon the resource* of the ter¬

ritory in which we are engaged ( and it is difficult to procure
supplies from the iuhabiUnta, who are utterly thriftless and
lazy, and who require for the little they do supply the most

extravagant prie, a. We pass through a country richly pro¬
vided with grass. and cover,hI with herd* of thriving cattle,
yet they supply the camp with fodJer, beef, milk, &c- at a

price far exceeding what it can be purchased for in the mostLuulo j* cities of the United Slates. Such are the prices for
tie abundant-products of the country ; but objects the result
of mechanical labor, however coarse ; fabrics that are import¬
ed, in fact every detail of convenience, are at a price here, tor
which we can only account on the ground of their natural lii-

eriness, which gives an inordinate value in their eyes to any
thing that i* the result of human industry ; added to winch,
they have no appreciation of th«j value of money by our stan¬
dard since it i*omparatively useless to them in supplying
the luxuries of life, which are, in fact, not to be procured in

exchange fjr it; hence, regarded as a mis*, they are most

primitive in their habits, and are really not many degiw
above the Indians of our country. They live in huts built of
raed* or mud, and thatched with a kind of coarse straw. 1 hey
p isscs* scarcely any of the appliances of civilized life : a rude
couch, a table, and a bench, even when they do occur, are

their only objects of furniture; their dress quite as meager
a* that of our Indians, and their persons, especially those ot
the females, quite as much exposed ; their language, though
based upon tho Spanish, is a miserable patois. Lffeminate
and lazy, their occupations are assimilated with the domestic
occupations of the Indian ; but they are"wanting in the en-

tei prise the latter displays in his excursions, rtiey poasem
one striking advantage, however, over tho Indian, in not being
addicted to th* uss of intoxicating liquor*. In regard to per¬
sonal appearance they arc likewise superior, and are perhaps
a shade lighter in complexion.

, ,Such a people can obviously never meet us in battle witn
success; they will abandon the field though their numliers
should triple our own

From news received this morning, the force at Monterey
consist* of about 6,000 men, of which about two are regu-
Isrs, being the remains of the army defeated on the 8th arul
9th of May. They have likewise a force m advance ot
Monterey of about 700 cavalry, (at Cadareita, distance 2ft
miles from Monterey.) The informant reports them as not
well prepared for action, and states that the horses are in a

miserable condition
They have at Monterey two pieces of artillery, -1-pound-

era, and four of small caliber; he states they ate fortifying,
but that their works are not in a state of completion.

General Taylor received the news last evening of the move¬

ment, without orders, of Lieutenant Colonel Harney from
San Antonio toward* Monclava ; it is now almost a month
since he set out upon the expedition. [Monclava is on the
Rio Grande, on the road to Chihuahua.the route on which
General Wool s command, to which Col. Harney is aligned,

l;nder existing circumstances, it i* believed that General
Taylor will make the utmost exertion to reach Monterey, as

it is believed that n>> resistance will be inade of any moment
to the entrance of his army- The person who brings intelli¬
gence asserts that the people of Monterey and the country ad¬
jacent are anxious for the arrival of the Americans. UrtUtn.

Camp ki«i Camahco, Atccst 14.
All the regular troops, with exception ol the 2d

and several regiments of volunteers, bare arrived here. The
former will amount to about 3,500 men, and 'he volunteers
to about 2,500 men, making our whole force 6,000. the
remainder of the volunteer force will lie left at Barita, Mata-
moros, Reynoaa, and other places on the Rio (.rande, for the
i ratcction of those places.

.

Notwithstanding the ardor and patriotism of the majority ot
the volunteers who came out, it cooled in a remarkable degree
when they came to ex|>ericnce the privations and suffering?
incidental to a soldier's life, and exposed to eun and rain, mud
and water, and a thousand other disagreiuen* ol a military
campaign. Visions of conquest and glory, pay and plunder,
faded away before the actual re:,hues of toilsome marches,
dianching rains, Or a scorching sun. Home, with all its com¬
forts and ease, rose up to their imaginations, and their longings
to see it again were as ardent a* the Israelites for the flesh pot<
of Envpt. As a proof it, uone of those volunteers enlisted for
three or six months could induced to seive the period of
twelve months, the shortest period allowed to serve by Oon
gress, but claimed their discharges, which they received, and
were immediately sent home. A regiment of Texas infantry
who came as far as this place, and were promised the post o

honor in c'ase of lia'tle by Gen. Taylor, yesterday changed
their mind, and wishes for glory, and concluded to go home,
very much to the surprise »nd disgust of their officers.
Our encampment is along the bank of the San Juan river,

half a mile below the town of Camargo. I his is a m >st

wretched, dilapidated place, having been nearly destroyed by
the late inundation of the river, and presenta the m.»st ruin¬

ous appearance imaginable. Hardly a dozen buildings in the
place remain uninjured. The majority of the houses were con

structed of adolu, or sun-dried bricks, with thatched roots, th<
foundations of which were speedily washed away, leaving a

heap of ruins. To give you some idea of the extent, the
river rose Gfty feet, inundating the town to the depth of three
or four feet, and destroying aome two or throe hundred houses

We can get no direct or leliable information of what tho
Mexicans an- doing. An American from Monclova reports
that Gen. Mejia is in the neighlsirhood ol Monterey with
about 2,000 men, the remains of the army of the Rio '""anile 5
that the Mexican Government had called out all the militia ot
the provinces of 8t. Leon and Chihuahua, l«tween the ag*>s
of eighteen and fifty, to resist us, and that the feelings of the
people, particularly of St. Leon, are decidedly hostile towards
us We must therefore expect to meet opposition, and pro¬
bably hard fighting. This man moreover re,wrte that the peo¬
ple are contributing large supplies of corn, &.c. for their wmy,
and that they can easily eml»ody 30,000 men ; but how they
will fight remains to l>e seen. I sincerely hope they will do
so, and give us an opportunity of ending, at one blow, this
annoying war, and thereby tfford us a chance of leaving
the country, of both of which I am heartily tired. I^ima¬gine our sufferings have just commenced. All the transporta¬
tion allowed us in the approaching march is on pack mules,
one of which is only allowed to three or four officers ; conse¬

quently few of u. will l»e able to take either tent or bedding.
A blanket and frying pan will constitute our most important
¦comforts..Journal of Commerce.

Iaow M<»k with Raw Bmmuroca Coal. 'ra¬tioned the fact a few days since that the new Mahoning Iron
Works of Messrs. Wilkes,.n, Wilkcsfc C o., at I oland, Ohio,
were turning out a superior quality of Dig iron blowniin on

raw bituminous coal, and that the importance ofthe discove-Txo the West could hardly be estimated. We now learn
with gratification, by the Summit Beacon, that the Cambria
Union Lon Works of Messrs Vinton, Lewis, Recs A Co ,

situate I on the cross-cut canal in Tallmadge, Ohio, have been
put in operation, sn.l with complete suc.es. in manufactur¬
ing pig iron wilh raw bituminous coal. I he pigs dally pro
duced have been pronounced equal to the Hanging Rock pig,
and resemble very much the celebrated pig iron made in Blea-
navon and Llanclly, South Wales The Cambria Lnion
furnace is of the largest capacity, and of the latest and mo*t

approved mo lei. Mr. Vinton, the manager, is recently fromiTngland, and has a practical knowledge of the impovement*
in the manufacture of iron in England and Wales. The
Beacon well remarks that " the erection of works of this kind
wilt be felt beneficially by the whole community, through the
wealth that is created out of material that would ptherwise
lie dormant in our hills, as well as increasing the demand for
labor and the surplus productions of onr soil. To all such
enterprises we. wish entire success.".Cleveland Herald.

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.
\ t. w i uAi| haul* 16, lbt6.

Tile publication lit the newspaper* of the subtieasury bill,
dtc. wd< nol (as I heretolb:e notilied you) considered by the
Collector of Una port as an official notice to him, and therefor*
disregarded by him, inasmuch aa he contiuued, ill violation of
both the law and the instruction*, to deposite the money col¬
lected in the Hanka.

The (collector haa now received official notice, and aa there
ia aa yet no Subtreasurer, the mon 'v remains in the pousession
of the Collector. This, again, ia a violation of the law, but
which it ia expected will be remediel next week by the ap-
[earance of the Subtroosurer.

Treasury note* are beginning to llow in upon the custom¬
house in payment of dutiue, and a pretty sees«w business
they will make. I will now explain the operation. Theae
notes, with the entry, are taken to the receiving officer, who,
after receiving them in payment, immediately defaces by cut¬

ting them, handa them to a clerk, appointed for that apecial
purpose, who enters them in a register, with a description of
their denomination, number, tkc. A duplicate copy of thia

register ia made out by the ssmo clerk, and ooce a week thia

duplicate copy, with the cancelled notes, are transmitted to

the Secretary of the Treasury. After they have pasaed through
tbe required forms of that Department, new notes may be re¬

issued to supply the place of the cancelled numbers. From
this stutemf-nt you will |ierceive that it requires about ten

diys to cancel an old note and manufacture a new one.

Now, 1 care not how much mystery they may attach to this

apparently simple operation. It is not a simple operation.
It will be found not only very troublesome to both the mer¬

chants and the Government officer*, but to the Treasury De¬
partment very expensive ; und allow m* thus early to remark
that there will lie a great hazard of frauds.

But here comcs a new difficulty. At present the Collector
receives in payment of duties cheeks certified by the banks on
which they are drawn to he good. How long good ' Bo

long as due diligence is observed in their collection of the
checks. And what, in such a c.ine, constitutes due diligence ?
In reply, twenty-four hours. I am not going to argue the

question. Admit that it is doubtful: that is a sufficient rea¬

son why the Collector should refuse to hold them. Then
conies bank paper. The amount of city circulation is insuffi¬
cient, without the aid of bank credits, to transact the Govern¬
ment business. This brings us to the necessity of using spe¬
cie in these transactions. And Here I boldly repeat what I
have often said on this subject, the subtreasury bill, honestly
and practically, cannot be carried into operation.

At the recent election in Maine there were four parties in
the field, viz. yvhig*, Locos, Abolitionist, and Independent
or Anti-Slavery. So fur as we have any information, the

Whigs sustained themselves gallantly ; but it is doubtful whe¬
ther any of the principal candidates of any party are elected.
The result, apparently, evinces a complete breaking up of the
Locos.
The Board of Supervisors for this city mot last evening.

No business of public interest was transacted during their ses¬

sion. A communication was teceived from tbe Comptroller,
with an account of taxes for the current year, amounting to

{M,520,:!06, which account was ordered to lie printed.
No change in stocks or produce, except that cotton is rather

more active. A CALM OBSERVER-

FUOAI BALTIMORE AND THE NORTH

Baltimore, September 18.5 P. M.
Tho V* hig City Convention assembled last night, and was

organized by the election of Jothua Jones, Esq. President,
and N. L- Wood and Duvid Parr, Secretaries. Mr. Jonea
made a very spirited, patriotic, and appropriate address on

taking the chair, which was received with loud and enthusi¬
astic applause. A very large number of spectatora were pre-
snt, all of whom ap|>eared to be animated with the good old
Whig spirit of 1844. After deliberating some time, Charles
M. Keyser, Esq. waa nominated as a candidate to represent
Baltimore in the State Senate. The hour grew late, and the
Convention adjourned to meet again on Monday night, for
the purpose of nominating a candidate for the Mayoralty and
candidates for tbe Legislature. James O. Law would doubt¬
less have received the Muyoralty nomination, but he declines
serving.
The practical effect* of the British tariff are being demon¬

strated here already in a manner not very encouraging to do¬
mestic industry. A large merchant ship of about seven hun¬
dred and fifty tons burden is now being built in the shipyard
of Mr. Dunkin, on Fell's Point, for a house in Charlekton,
South Carolina. The chain-cables and anchors equired for her,
costing near $3,000, have been ordered from England. They
are to be iinpoited and stored in the Government warehouse
on arriving, and will be taken out under the new tariff when
it goes into operation on the 1st December next. Our towns¬

man, Mr. Abbot, who carries on a large foundry at Canton,
near Baltimore, proposed, some time ago, to furnish the cables
Bnd anchors at a reasonable rale. It was, however, ascer¬

tained that they could be imported at a saving to the builders
of altout $200, and the order was sent to England. Thus the
money has been sent away to pay for foreign labor, while our

enterprising manufacturer and those he employs are, in com¬

mon phrase, "knocked out of the j>b." This is a small
item, but it is one of those stubborn facts which the wayfaring
man, and every one else, except misguided and blinded Loco-
focos, cannot help seeing and feeling. Mr. Abbot, who has
heretofore done a wholesome business, and given labor to nu-

rnerous workmen, apprehends serious if not futal injury to
his trade.the manufacture of chain-cables and anchors.in
which he was enabled, under the protective tariff, to competo
s > successfully with foreign manufacturers.
The Eastern train of cars due here this morning at five

o'clock did not arrive until three o'clock P. M. to-day, in con¬

sequence of tbe locomotive having run over two cows near

Wilmington, Delaware. No serious damage sustained.

l'p to this writing the telegraph has reported no news of
the steaimsr Cambria. There is a rumor here that she has
arrived at B<jston, but no direct accounts. Our merchants
are anxiously awaiting her advices.
The flour market remains without change. There were

sales to-day of 1,200 barrels Howard street brands at 51 SO ;

also, 1,000 barrels City Mills at the aame price, which holders
are firm in asking. Pennsylvania brands also held at $4 50.

Kyc flour f:l 50 ; com meal $2 87 a $3.
The supply of wheat is large. Sales of good to prime white

at 118 to 120 cents, and red at 90 a 95 ; ordinary to go.xl
reds 85 a 90. White corn 62 a 63 ; yellow 61 a 62. Oats
29 a 31. Rye 64 a 70. For Maryland and Pennsylvania
clover seeds $4 50 a 5, and timothy seed 2 a 2 50 per bushel.
Flaxseed 1 10 a 1 15 per bushel. Nothing new in provi¬
sions. Prices remain as before. Beef cattle 2 37J per 100
lbs. gross. Live hogs 5 37 a 5 50 per 100 IIm. Timothy
hay 10 a 12 per ton.

No improvement in tobacco. A number of vessels are now

in port which are experts to load with it. This may im¬
prove tho demand. The following prices will cover the trans¬
actions of the week, viz. Maryland $1 50 to 2 for inferior and
common « 2 a 4 for good common ; 4 a 6 for good ; 6 a 12 for
line and lietter qualities.
The transactions at the stock (ward to-day were as follows:
JL'500 Sterling Maryland 5's .85$
£250 do do 5 s65 i
?1500 Baltimore 6's, 1890, (c. <fcp.) 96 J

10 shares Bank of Baltimore 811
13 do do do 811

Arrivals or Whicat **n Flour.-That persons who

are not acquainted with the business of Buffalo, and of its im-

|»ortance in a commercial point of view, may have some data

upon which to form an opinion, we would state the following
facts: Since Saturday morning last there have arrived at this

port eleven steamers, two propellers, eleven brigs, and forty-
thrre schooners ; bringing to our wharves 181,970 bushels ol

wheat, and 21,074 bbls. of flour : msking an equivalent of

287,340 bushels of wheat ! Besides thi< Isrge amount of

breadstuff*, a fair amount of oilier prodii<*e> lumlx-r, «.Vc. has

also arrived..Buffalo Express'.
ARRIVAL OF THE CAMBRIA.

Our Baltimore correspondent communicates by
Telegraph the arrival of ihe .learner Cambna at

Motion, from Liverpool. Hour and graio had ad-

vaneed in England .mnevvh.u owing, it ,, .oppos¬
ed, lo the .tare of 'lie h»rve»t. and the failure of the

potato crop.


